
                   OHIO BOARD OF DIETETICS 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

April 28, 2005 
South West B&C 31st Floor, Verne Riffe Center 

Columbus, Ohio 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: David Holben, Cynthia Blocksom, Lorna Fuller, 
Claire Adkins,  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Kay Mavko, OBD Executive Secretary; Beth Shaffer, OBD Compliance 
Specialist; Barbara Pfeiffer, Assistant Attorney General; Pat McKnight, Ohio Dietetic 
Association Liaison. 
 
ABSENT:  James Mermis (schedule conflict)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.     
AGENDA ITEM #2 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 11, 2005 
MEETING 
  
The minutes of the March 11, 2005 regular Board meeting were presented by the 
Executive Secretary and reviewed and approved as submitted.  The following motion 
resulted: 

RESOLUTION  #1 
Cynthia Blocksom moved and Lorna Fuller seconded a motion to approve 
the minutes of the March 11, 2005 regular Board meeting as submitted and 
corrected. 
 
The motion was approved with vote as follows:   
 
David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes 
Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes  
  

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 – APPROVAL OF LICENSES 
 
Ms. Mavko presented the names of 19 individuals who were issued a license during FY 
2005 since the March 11, 2005 meeting of the Board.  The following motion was made: 
 

RESOLUTION #2 
Cynthia Blocksom moved and Lorna Fuller seconded a motion to place upon 
the minutes of the April 28, 2005 meeting, the names of 19 dietitians who met 
qualifications, pursuant to Section 4759.06 ORC, and who were issued a 
license by the Executive Secretary during Fiscal Year 2005 since the March 
11, 2005 meeting of the Board, and whose names appear on the list presented 
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to the Board by the Executive Secretary.  (See attached list labeled 
Resolution #2) 
 
The motion was approved with vote as follows:   
 
David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes 

 Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 
 
 
Ms. Mavko presented the names of 1 individual who was issued a Limited Permit license 
with an expiration date of October 31, 2005 since the March 11, 2005 meeting of the 
Board.  The following motion was made: 
 

RESOLUTION #3 
Cynthia Blocksom  moved and Lorna Fuller seconded a motion to place upon 
the minutes of the April 28, 2005 meeting the name of 1 individual who was 
issued a Limited Permit during fiscal year 2005 with an expiration date of 
October 31, 2005 since the March 11, 2005 meeting of the Board, and whose 
name appears on the list presented to the Board by the Executive Secretary.  
(See attached list labeled Resolution #3) 
 
The motion was approved with vote as follows:   
 
David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes 

 Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 4 – REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF REVISED 
APPLICATIONS 
 
The changes recommended by the Board at the January meeting were incorporated into 
the Initial, Limited Permit, Reinstatement, and Reactivation applications and presented to 
the board for their approval.  The following motion resulted: 

RESOLUTION #4 
 Claire Adkins moved and Cynthia Blocksom seconded a motion to approve 
 the revisions made to the Initial, Limited Permit, Reactivation, and 
 Reinstatement applications as presented to the Board. 
 

The motion was approved with vote as follows:   
 
David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes 

 Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 
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AGENDA ITEM #8--DISCUSSION OF PERTINENT LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
In order to efficiently utilize the time of all board members and attendees the discussion 
of pertinent legislative matters was moved forward during the meeting. 
 
HB 95 – Budget Bill – Proposal to transfer and consolidate regulatory boards – 
The  FY 2006-2007 Budget Bill as proposed by Governor Taft proposed the transfer and 
consolidation of 27 Ohio Regulatory Boards to the Department of Health, Commerce, 
and Safety effective July 1, 2006.  The House or Representatives modified the bill to 
exempt 7  boards (Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dental, Accountancy,  
Engineers, and Architects/Landscape Architects.  Now the budget bill is being heard by 
the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions committee.  The Board’s concerns continue 
related to changing from an independent agency to a small part of a very large 
department with its own priorities and programs.  The concerns are now increased 
because excluding the largest agencies from the consolidation efforts leaves fewer 
smaller agencies with fewer numbers of employees to achieve efficient and effective 
regulation of the professions. Last week Ms. Mavko (on behalf of OBD) and Ms. 
Mcknight (on behalf of ODA) testified before the committee. Staff will continue to 
encourage the legislature to abandon the House version of the proposal, or to consider 
other alternatives that would be more cost effective and feasible – including an 
amendment proposal being put forward by the affected boards for consolidating the 
boards under the central services agency.   A copy of a letter sent to Senator John Carey 
(Chairman) and Senator Joy Padgett that includes the alternate proposal was reviewed 
with the Board and is attached to the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Ms. Mavko will continue to monitor the progress of the budget bill, meet with legislators 
and report significant developments to the Board.   
 
HB 117 and Sub HB 117- HB 117 (Reidelbach)  and SB 98 (Clancy) –  The 
Commerce and Labor committee has heard proponent and opponent testimony regarding 
HB 117.  The proponents have now drafted a substitute bill (Sub HB 117) which 
continues to allow unlicensed individuals who lack verifiable evidence of appropriate 
education, training and skills to provide “complementary and alternative health care 
services” without regulation, licensure or oversight.   
 
The substitute bill would restore the mandatory licensure of dietitians, removes the 
“willfully” adjective from section 4783.04 of the original bill that prohibits specific 
activities, and adds providing enteral and parenteral nutrition as a prohibited activities.  
But the basic concerns are that the substitute bill still permits the use of titles other than 
dietitian that indicate the practice of dietetics, and allows dietetic practice by unlicensed 
persons whether they are trained in nutrition or dietetics or not.  The legislation also 
modifies the scope of practice of numerous specifically designated licensed medical 
professions permitting the unlicensed practice of their scopes of practice.  The legislation 
incorporates policy language for the State of Ohio that is dangerous public policy.  The 
bill does not provide adequate safeguards for patient protection when a complementary or 
alternative health care provider harms a client, and limits the ability of state licensing 
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boards to enforce state law and regulations.  It restricts the boards’ ability to consider 
license applicants with criminal convictions on a case by case basis.  The client notice 
required in the bill does not provide any means of assuring that the education or training 
disclosed is adequate or meaningful. 
 
Specific concerns were discussed and a summary of those concerns is attached to the 
minutes of the meeting.  Staff will continue to monitor activity related to the legislation 
and meet with legislators to express the Board’s concerns. 

 
SB 95 (R. Miller) – School Food Service Standards – (ED) There has been no activity 
since the last Board meeting regarding SB 95 proposing the establishment of nutritional 
standards for food sold to students in public elementary schools and prohibiting the sale 
of certain beverages to students in all public schools except under specified conditions.   
The Ohio Dietetic Association is working with the sponsor and interested groups to 
amend the bill into a workable form.   
 
SB 94 (R. Miller)- Telemedicine services – (HHA) has been introduced and addresses 
the provision of and insurance coverage for telemedicine services in Ohio.  There has 
been no significant activity. 
 
HB 9 (Oelslager) – Public Records Law – (CC) proposing the revision of the public 
records laws in Ohio that apply to public access to records and the “sunshine” provisions 
has had no significant activity. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 --ENFORCEMENT REPORT
 
Ms. Shaffer reported that for the period of March 11, 2005 through April 28, 2005 there 
are currently 13 open cases pending.  Thirty-eight cases were closed at the March 11, 
2005 meeting and 2 cases opened since that time.   A summary of recently completed and 
pending cases was provided.  A copy of the enforcement report is on file with the minutes 
of the meeting. 
 
STATUS OF BOARD ACTIONS 
 
The Notice of Opportunity for Hearing issued 2/28/2005 to the respondent in case 
#05OBD73 was re-issued on April 18, 2005 due to a technical error. (The NOH was 
incorrectly 3/28/2002)   Therefore the respondent has until May 18, 2005 to request a 
hearing. 
 
The Notice of Opportunity for Hearing ordered by the Board at the March meeting was 
issued on April 6, 2005 to the respondent in case #04OBD93.  To date there is no 
response. 
 
If the respondents request hearings the Board will tentatively schedule them both for  
June 6. 
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AGENDA ITEM #6—EXECUTIVE SESSION - ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 10:55 a.m. with a roll call vote.  The  
following were in attendance: Mr. Holben, Ms. Blocksom, Ms. Fuller, Ms. Adkins,  
Ms. Pfeiffer, Ms. Shaffer, and Ms. Mavko.   
 
The following motion was made:  

RESOLUTION # 5 
 Claire Adkins moved and Cynthia Blocksom seconded a motion to move into 

Executive Session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.11 (G)(3), for the 
purpose of discussing matters pertaining to investigations of charges, 
complaints against licensees, and consultation with legal counsel. 

 
 The motion was approved with roll call vote as follows: 
 

David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes 
Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 

 
Executive Session concluded at 12:10 p.m.. 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 7 – FINDINGS, ORDERS, and ACTIONS 
 
The following findings, orders, and actions resulted from the Executive Session held  
for the consideration of enforcement matters: 
 

RESOLUTION # 6 
Cynthia Blocksom moved and Claire Adkins seconded a motion to  
close the following cases for reasons cited: 

 
05OBD77 Insufficient evidence of misconduct.  
 
05OBD81 License issued with letter of caution. 
 

 04OBD96 Education completed.  Letter of caution regarding practice 
concerns provided with a copy of the laws and rules. 
 

 The motion was approved with vote as follows: 
 

David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes  
Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 

  
RESOLUTION # 7 

Cynthia Blocksom moved and Claire Adkins seconded a motion to 
end the probationary conditions imposed upon Gregory Avellana pursuant 
to a consent agreement of 7/26/01.  The Board recognized the specific 
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completion of conditions and timely continuous compliance with quarterly 
reporting.      

 
 The motion was approved with roll call vote as follows: 
 

David Holben  yes   Lorna Fuller  yes  
Cynthia Blocksom yes   Claire Adkins  yes 
 
A letter of notification will be mailed to Mr. Avellana. 
  

AGENDA ITEMS #9 – BOARD REPORTS 
 
Chairman – David Holben  
 
     1.    Mr. Holben thanked Ms. Fuller for her participation as dietitian member of the 

Board for the past 5 years and noted that her appointment will conclude June 30,  
2005.  We will recognize her at lunch tomorrow during the retreat.   
  

      2. Mr. Holben noted that the Retreat and Goal Setting meeting scheduled for  
April 29, 2005 will be held at the Riffe Center and will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

 
ODA Liaison – Pat McKnight – 

 
1. Ms. McKnight reported that March 16, 2005 15th Annual Legislation and Public 

Policy Workshop went well.  Over eighty persons attended.  Ms. Mavko spoke on 
behalf of the Board, Ms. Blocksom  also attended.  Information regarding the 
proposed transfer and consolidation of the Boards, and HB 117, Sub HB 117 and 
SB 98 was provided. 

 
2. On February 16, 2005 the Ohio Diabetes Coalition held a Diabetes Day and rally 

at the Verne Riffe Center for state employees and legislators.  The Central Ohio 
Diabetes Association, Kidney Foundation, Heart Association, Riffe center 
Employee Health Nurses, and Columbus area dietitians Shirley Kindrick and 
Stacey Raptis had displays and offered diabetes screenings and education.                                            

 
3. Ms. McKnight reported that the Ohio Dietetic Association will submit three 

names for potential appointment to the dietitian member position on the Board 
            that will be vacated when Ms. Fuller’s term is concluded.   
 
      4.  Ms. McKnight updated the Board on the recent proposal from the education task 

force of the American Dietetic Association that proposes dramatic changes in the 
education of dietitians.  The proposal would require a masters degree for entry 
level practice within a revised educational process that incorporates pre-
professional experience into the college and university setting only.  The 
committee also proposes that ADA no longer support the dietetic technician 
registered credential. 
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The report of the ADA task force is very controversial amongst dietitians, 
educators, and dietetic technicians.   
 
The Education subcommittee of the Board has reviewed the recommendations and 
Ms. Mavko sent a letter summarizing those concerns to the Ohio Dietetic 
Association Delegate.  (copy attached to the minutes of the meeting)  The Board 
briefly discussed the potential impact that the proposed changes could have.  
Issues related to licensure requirements and exemption of dietetic technicians and 
baccalaureate degree graduates will have to be considered by the Board if the 
recommendations are implemented.  
 
 Dietitian Board members and staff are encouraged to monitor the activities of the 
association in this area.   
 

Director’s Report – Kay Mavko 
 

1. License renewal applications are printed and were mailed on April 25 and 26, 
2005.  This renewal is the first time that the jurisprudence continuing education 
requirement must be met. 

 
2. Board members were reminded that travel reimbursement requests should be 

turned in by June 1. 
 
3. Representative Stewart requested information about dietary supplements that 

should be avoided.  Based upon a quick review of the literature a Consumer 
Reports article “Twelve Supplements You Should Avoid” will be sent to him for 
his information. 
 

  
AGENDA ITEM # 10 --FINANCIAL REPORT – Kay Mavko -- The financial report 
was presented for the month of March including Allocations and Appropriations, 
Expenditures, Revenues to Date.  Expenditures for the month of March were $18,734.70 
and year to date totaled $234,433 and March revenue deposited was 1,075 for a total of  
$54884 year to date.   
 

RESOLUTION #8 
Cynthia Blocksom moved and Claire Adkins seconded a motion to approve 
expenditures as presented for the month of March, 2005 and to accept the 
financial report as submitted to the Board by the Executive Secretary. 

 
The motion was approved with vote as follows:   

 
David Holben  yes  Lorna Fuller  yes  

 Cynthia Blocksom yes  Claire Adkins  yes 
 
A copy of the Financial report is attached to the minutes of the meeting. 
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AGENDA ITEM #11 AND 12 – SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS AND REPORTS 
 
The Education subcommittee met briefly to review 3 portfolio submissions.  A report will 
be provided at the next Board meeting. 
 
The Rules committee did not meet. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #13 – UPCOMING MEETINGS 
The proposed meeting dates for the remainder of calendar 2005 are as follows:  
 
Potential Hearing date June 6, 2005 
July 15, 2005 
September 16, 2005 
November 18, 2005 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 14 ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  There was consensus by the Board.  
The April 28, 2005 meeting of the Ohio Board of Dietetics adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________ Date________ 
Kay Mavko 
Executive Secretary, Ohio Board of Dietetics 
 
____________________ Date________ 
David Holben 
Chairman, Ohio Board of Dietetics 
 
____________________ Date________ 
Witness 
 
 
 
 
 

 8


	MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
	AGENDA ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.    
	AGENDA ITEM #2 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 11, 2005 MEETING
	RESOLUTION  #1

	AGENDA ITEM #3 – APPROVAL OF LICENSES
	Ms. Mavko presented the names of 19 individuals who were issued a license during FY 2005 since the March 11, 2005 meeting of the Board.  The following motion was made:
	RESOLUTION #2
	RESOLUTION #3
	RESOLUTION #4


