
You should check your license ID card to make sure that the expiration date 
is June 30, 2008, and that your name is correct.  If errors appear on it, 
please contact the Board office. 

Your FY 2008 License ID card                    
is included with this Newsletter ! 
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If your employer requires you to provide evidence of current licensure, you 
can show your license ID card to the employer.  Copying (duplicating) the ID 
card is not a good practice – as a copied card could easily be subsequently 
altered and perhaps used by an unauthorized person. 
 
In lieu of inspecting each dietitians license ID card, employers can verify the 
status of dietitians by using the Ohio Board of Dietetics website at 
www.dietetics.ohio.gov.  Select “License Verification” and follow the directions 
to link to the License Look-up function.  Enter the dietitian’s last name or   
license number, to find the correct licensee and verify their current status.  
(The website is a bit touchy…if you type in too much information it may not 
result in a correct “hit”.) 
 
A dietitian whose record indicates an “Active” status is currently licensed to 
practice.  The status “Active in Renewal – Paid”  “and “Active in Renewal –    
Incomplete” indicates that the Board is currently in receipt of an application 
for renewal but the license has hot yet been issued.  “Expired” and “Inactive” 
status indicates that the dietitian is not currently licensed to practice in Ohio. 
 
And finally, if you wish the Board to provide an official letter of license             
verification, you could request an official verification statement from the 
Board office. 
 
If you have questions about the status of your own license or the license of 
other dietitians, feel free to contact the Board office (phone number            
614 / 466-3291). 
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Verifying Dietitian Licenses 
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Another Bad Bill ….. HB 148 is Introduced! 

HB 148 – Proposing to permit unlicensed practice by Alternative and Complementary practitioners has 
been introduced into the Ohio House of Representatives in the 127th General Assembly and has been as-
signed to the Commerce and Labor Committee. 
 
The bill is referred to by its proponents as the Ohio Consumer Health Freedom Act – even though it is 
really about the freedom for unlicensed practitioners to engage in the health professions of dietetics, 
medicine, nursing, pharmacy, psychology, chiropractic, dentistry, optometry, athletic training, and         
orthotics, prosthetics, and pedorthics. 
 
There have been many versions of this controversial legislation introduced over the past 6 years.  Each 
has been slightly different  - yet equally bad.   This version would permit alternative practitioners to pay a 
small fee to be “registered” by the state - but the registrants would still not be required to have any    
minimum education or training, could practice with no established standards for practice, and would have 
no meaningful oversight. 
 
If enacted the bill would: 

Permit unlicensed, inadequately regulated persons to practice many medical activities within the 
scope of practice now reserved for dietitians and included in the scopes of other licensed health 
professions – except for a limited number of high risk procedures. 
 
Remove the current prohibition section in the dietetic licensure law that stops unlicensed persons 
from using the title “nutritionist”, “nutrition counselor” or other titles that anyone could make up 
that tend to indicate the practice of dietetics. 
 
Codify dangerous state policy indicating that all alternative treatments and modalities benefit the 
consumers of Ohio – even though many have no scientific validity, may be worthless at best and 
potentially harmful to consumers physical and financial well-being. 
 
Destroy the basic regulatory efforts that have been in place in Ohio for over 100 years and protect 
the health of Ohio consumers. 
 

Consumers and health professionals who recognize the risks that are inherent in this legislation MUST 
ACT NOW ! 

 
Call…Write…E-mail…your Ohio Representatives and Senators and ask them to  
STOP HB 148 NOW !! 
 
To find your legislator and the correct contact information go to www.legislature.state.oh.us. 
 
If you would like help in how to write a letter to your legislator, go to the Ohio Dietetic Association Website, 
www.eatrightohio.org, and look under their “Government Affairs” tab. 
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